
Different Types Of Discipline- Parental 

Parental or family discipline, like personal discipline, is rooted in the truths that 

each family member is made in the image of God, Gen 1:26-27, and is to be fostered in 

the context of that family’s covenant relationship with the Lord.  The overarching 

parental responsibility is to fulfill the creation mandate by bearing and raising children as 

part of their charge to exercise dominion over all creation, v. 28.   

What kind of children are families to raise?  Children that are made in the image 

of God!  After the Fall of Adam which disfigured but not destroyed this image, the Lord 

still insisted on this requirement.  For example, in establishing the Covenant of 

Preservation with Noah, the Lord stated ""And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase 

greatly on the earth and multiply in it.""  Gen 9:7.  A few chapters later, the Lord is 

portrayed as musing to himself over his imminent destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

for their sin of homosexuality, " .. "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, ..  

AFor I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him 

to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may 

bring to Abraham what he has promised him."" 18:17-19.  Also in Mal 2:15, the Lord 

rebuked Judah for profaning his covenant by reminding her of his original intent for 

marriage and family: "Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their 

union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring."  The New Testament 

continues this stipulation with the apostolic admonition, "Fathers, do not provoke your 

children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."  Eph 

6:4. 

Why is this requirement so crucial for the family?  Because according to God's 

design, the family constitutes the basic unit of the human community.  The family cannot 

escape this divine purpose and privilege.  Moreover, since this is a creation ordinance, it 

is universally and eternally binding!  For this reason, the Scripture proliferates with clear 

and cogent examples of the Lord God's pressing this matter upon the family.  Here are 

a few examples: 

Parents Are Entrusted With the Responsibility of Guiding and Correcting Their 

Children 

Dt 6:6 -7   And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

Note, the content of instruction is the Word of God.  Parents are required to direct 

their children in the eternal truths of God’s inspired, inerrant and infallible Word.  Note 

also that this Word is to be on their heart, that is, deeply embedded in the very core of 

their being, Ps 119:105, in such a way that it is the ultimate regulatory instrument of 



their lives, "..  profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" 2 

Tim 3:16-17.  See also Ps 119:11.  This entails the necessity of discipline which we 

learned includes educating, guiding and nurturing a child towards maturity of mind and 

morals in practice, by training, instruction, reproof and punishment.  Its end is conformity 

into the image of God whose image is essentially borne by Jesus Christ, 2 Cor 4:4; cf. 

Jn 14:9. 

Occasionally Discipline Involves Corporal Punishment  

Pro 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far 

from him. 

We are not to leave our children to their own natural tendencies 

When Biblically Understood and Applied, Corporal Punishment Cannot Harm, Maim or 

Kill the Child 

Pro 23:13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not 

die. 

On the Contrary, Withholding the Proper Administration of Discipline Is Tantamount to 

Committing Murder 

Pro 19:18 Discipline your son, for there is hope; do not set your heart on putting him to 

death. 

The Correct Implementation of Discipline Proves Our Genuine Love for Our Children 

Heb 12:5-7 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

"My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by 

him.  For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 

receives."  It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For 

what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 

Again, what is the end of parental discipline?  Holiness without which no one can 

see the Lord, Heb 12:14.  Undisciplined children flow from and intensify the pagan 

influences upon society.  Faithful covenant parents are to teach, model and insist upon 

the inculcation of Christian virtues, values, attitudes and practices in their homes 

through such positive means as counsel, exhortation, family devotions, and Christian 

training in church and Sunday School as well as  through such negative measures as 

prohibitions and corrective action. 

 


